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Rainford is a large and interesting chapelry, about miles from St. Helens and 6½ miles north of Prescot.  This place has long been noted for the manufacture of tobacco pipes.  Fire Bricks and earthenware crucibles are also made here, and good sythe stones are obtained from quarries in the township.  The soil is mostly a stiff clay, and the principal landowners are the Earl of Derby, Richard Pennington, Esq., Muncaster Hall; Alex. McKibben, Esq., Rainford Hall; Sir R. T. Gerard, Bart.; and the Richardson, Ford, Holden, and Culshaw families.  It contains 5872 a. 2r. 23p., and its population in 1801 was 1185; 1811, 1315; 1821, 1375; 1851, 2333; 1861, 2784; and 1871, 3336.  Increase since 1861, 552;  excess of births during the same period 572.

The manor was vested in the Lathams at a very early period, 1292;  but Sir John Stanley having married Isabella de Latham acquired the estates which afterward became the property of the Molyneuxes, of Hawkesley, who inhabited the manor house until it was sold, in the last century, to the Stanleys, by Mrs, Molyneux, mother of Bryan Molyneux, Esq.;  the Earl of Derby being  the present lord of the manor.  A branch of the Parrs held freehold property here in the time of Henry VIII; and  in 1686 “Edward Parr, of Haysom, within Rainford, gent, was father of John Parr, an eminent merchant of Liverpool,” whose representative is, we understand, the present Rev. John Owen Parr, vicar of Preston.

The Church, All Saints, is a plain building; the living is a perpetual curacy, in the gift of the vicar of Prescot, and the present incumbent is the Rev. Samuel Cavan (1855).  A church existed here in 1577, and is mentioned by the Parliamentary Commissioners in 1650.  It was rebuilt in 1758, and again in 1781, and will seat about 450 persons.

The National School, first erected in 1825, is capable of accommodating  about 500.  In Higher Lane is an Independent Chapel, first erected in 1707, and entirely rebuilt in 1857.  It is now a commodious building, and has been for several years under the ministry of the Rev. James Widdows, of Brookfield House.  The Rainford Grammar School, established in 1648, has a small endowment, and was formerly governed by trustees, but has been for several years under the sole management of the master.  Mr. James Swann is the present master.

POST & TELEGRAPH OFFICE and SAVINGS BANK.  Margaret Middlehurst.

  Letters arrive from St. Helens at 8.50 a.m., and are dispatched at 6.15 p.m.

RAINFORD PARISH DIRECTORY

Ball, Henry, saddler and vict. Eagle and Child

Ball, Thomas, beerhouse

Barton, John, tailor and draper

Berry, William B. corn miller & vict. Mill House Inn

Birch, James & Co. brewer and maltster

Birchall, Jas, vict. Golden Lion (& butcher)

Birchall, Luke, shopkeeper

Blackburn, William, shoemaker

Carter, S. colliery manager

Cavan, Rev. Samuel, Incumbent

Carruthers, Ellen, shopkeeper

Carruthers, John, shopkeeper

Carruthers, William, shopkeeper

Deane, Chas. Maslem, M.D. , LLD.,surgeon

Dean, Edmund, shopkeeper

Dean, Thomas, wheelwright

Fairclough, John, shoemaker

Fazackerley, William, Beerhouse

Fildes, James, confectioner

Fletcher, John B, surgeon

Foster, Mr. John, Rainford Villa

Greenough, Paul, tailor

Haddock, James, wheelwright

Hampson, George, shopkeeper

Howitt, John, land agent and steward to Earl of Derby, Mosborough Hall

Les, Alfred, vict. Junction Hotel

McCrane, J. vict. Wheat Sheaf

Middlehurst, Margaret, shopkeeper and Post Office

Middlehurst, John, shopkeeper

Middlehurst, John, builder, contractor & quarry owner

McBeth, William, joiner & builder

Morris, John, vict. Bridge Inn

Naylor, Joseph, station master

Peats, John, boot and shoemaker

Pennington, Richard, jun. cotton manufr.

  h. Muncaster House

Pennington, George, boot and shoemaker

Pennington, Thos. Joiner and builder

Phillips, The Misses, ladies’ day and boarding school

Pickavance, John, vict. Original Red Cat

Potts, David, cashier

Prescot, John, ironmonger

Pye, John, beerhouse

Pye, Thomas, shopkeeper

Richardson, Richard W. brewer; h. Murray Hs.

Richardson, Wm. Brewer; h. Rainford Hs.

Richardson, Wm. Blacksmith

Rigby, Joan, builder and contractor

Rimmer, Thomas, tailor

Rimmer, Richard, beerhouse

Rimmer, William, tailor

Roberts, Charles, vict. Derby Arms (and builder & contractor)

Robinson, John, blacksmith

Sampson, George, shopkeeper

Seddon, Jas. New Bull Inn (&blacksmith)

Seddon, James, beerhouse

Sephton, Edward, boot and shoemaker

Sephton, John, beerhouse

Sephton, Mary, grocer and provision dealer

Shuffleton, Jph .P. vict. Muncaster Arms

Smith, Edward, painter and glazier

Smith, John, beerhouse

Spencer, James, tailor

Spencer, Mr. Peter, Dial House

Swann, James, master, Grammar School

     H. Holly Bank

Thompson, James, surgeon

Valentine, Margaret, beerhouse

Warburton, Rev. Peter, curate

Webster, Isaac, shopkeeper

Webster, Mary, shopkeeper

Whalley, Thomas, beerhouse

Widdows, Rev. James, Independent

Wilson, George, resident constable

Winstanley, Thomas, blacksmith

Woods, Thomas, beerhouse

FARMERS

Angnew, James

Atherton, Joseph

Bell and Burton

Berry William

Birchall, Robert

Birchall, Nathaniel

Bradshaw, Alice

Boardman, Peter

Bryers, Henry

Bryers, Thomas

Dean, Edmund

Fazackerley, John

Glover, Mary

Grayson, Edmund

Grayson, William

Harrison, James

Harrison, William

Hesketh, Peter

Hunt, John

Kerfoot, James

Lewis, John

Marshall, John

Moss, William

Owen, James

Penketh, Thomas

Pilkington, John

Pye, Alice

Pye, Halsal

Rothwell, James

Robinson, Edward

Rosbotham, Samuel

Rosbotham, John R.

Seddon, Margaret

Shacklady, John

Scarisbrick, Benjamin, and William

Smith, James

Smith, Joseph

Smith, Thomas

Southworth, Thomas

Spencer, Henry Stockley, Ellen

Stockley, William

Taylor, James and Edward

Wainwright, Sarah

Webster, Henry

Webster, Richard

Whalley, Joseph

Whalley, Mary

Whalley, Mary

Whalley, William

PIPE MAKERS

Birch, Fanny

Birch, John

Grounds, Henry

Harrison, John

Harrison, Joseph

Johnson, Joseph

Smith, Thomas

Smith, Thomas

Swallow, David

Webster, Hugh

Whalley, Richard

Whalley, Thomas

